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Because Chekhovâ€™s plays convey the universally recognizable, sometimes comic, sometimes

dramatic, frustrations of decent people trying to make sense of their lives, they remain as fresh and

vigorous as when they were written a century ago. Gathered here in superb new renderings by one

of the most highly regarded translators of our timeâ€”versions that have been staged throughout the

United States, Canada, and Great Britainâ€”are Chekhovâ€™s four essential masterpieces for the

theater.
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Dr. Anton Chekhov (1860-1904) was the first major Russian writer who was not an aristocrat. His

grandfather had been a serf. Chekhov was a brilliant genius of classic short stories and plays. In this

Modern Library edition his four most famous plays are translated into English.Those plays are:1.

The Seagull: This 1896 play won fame for Chekhov following its production at the Moscow Art

Theatre. The work deals with the love of the fledgling playwright Trepilov in love with Nina who

dreams of becoming a great actress. Nina falls in love with the famous playwright Trigorin running

away with him. In despair, Trepilov plays a dead seagull which he has shot down at the feet of Nina.

Two years later, Nina returns to the estate deserted by her quondom lover the scamp Trigorin. She

declares that her life has been shot down just as the seagull was earlier brought down to death.

Trigorin attempts suicide for the second time and is successful in this effort. The play is beautifully



written and the theme of being busy with work is prominent. It is a play about the hard work

necessary by a playwright as well as dealing with a tragic love story.2. Uncle Vanya-This 1899 play

deals with the kindly Uncle Vanya who has managed the estate of professor Serebryakov for many

years. Vanya comes to realize that the lazy professor is an academic fraud. Vanya falls in love with

the professor's lovely second wife Elena Andreyevna. She rejects him as a lover. The inept Vanya

then attempts to kill the professor with a gun but fails. The professor forgives him though he agrees

not to sell the estate which Vanya feared would occur. Life returns to normal.3. The Three

Sisters-The play deals with the boring lives of three sisters from Moscow: Olga, Masha and Irina

who live in a provincial city of 100,000.
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